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The 24th meeting of the Society, April 15ɂ17, was properly held in the historic city of Philadelphia, 

home not only of our Constitution but of many notable ophthalmologists, past and present, including the 

author of the first book of ophthalmology in the US George Frick who graduated here [for more details 

ÓÅÅ $ÁÎ !ÌÂÅÒÔȭÓ A History of Ophthalmology at the University of Pennsylvania]. In addition, our venue was 

the historic headquarter of the Union League built in 1865 in support of Lincoln and the Union, a beauti-

ful house full with portraits, memorabilia, and thousands of books about the civil war. 

And whereas the atmos-

phere outdoors was cool 

and dark, it was sunny 

and warm inside, with 

members and guests 

happy to meet and ex-

change views, opinions, 

and secrets.  

We had several attendees from abroad: Poland, Switzerland, France and the UK : 

Prof. Gloor,  Heitz                                   Grzybowski                Williams  

The welcoming recep-

tion Friday night be-

fore the meeting was 

a welcome opportu-

nity to renew friend-

ships and make new 

ones over delicious 

food , wine, and beer.  



On Saturday the meeting started in earnest in the 

library by our generous host Don Manley . He pre-

sented to the Society  a banner for the speakersõ 

dais  [seen in the photo] the history of which follows:  

The Retina Service at Wills celebrated it's 50th last 

January. Most of it was held at the League. Celeste 

and I met with the AV people and everyone else to 

find out what the problems were. One was the projec-

tor was under powered and another was a white cloth 

draped on the front of the Lecturn which "fooled" the 

camera when photos were taken of the speakers. So 

the photos taken were not exposed correctly. The pho-

tographer had suggestions and we listened.  

The screen was enlarged, we had a better projector with more illumination and it 

was suggested that we have the blue drape. Celeste found a store that does this 

sort of thing and she took our original design to them and the rest is history. It 

allows the photos to be of high quality, and a side benefit is that the word Cogan 

is shown in the photo. All of this does take a lot of planning. Having anticipated 

the potential problems we prevented them. I then had the idea of "passing the ba-

ton" and the drape can be used at future meetings.  

 

An amazing variety of fascinating papers was 

presented, ranging from the cosmetic use of Kohl 

and Henna by the ancients in the Middle East to 

the modern cosmological theory of the Expanding 

Universe. All abstracts will be available in print 

by the diligence of Ron Fishman. Luckily almost 

all speakers kept to schedule, so that Georgeõs 

threat to open a trap door when the allotted time 

passed never happened.  



P a g e  3  Almost all speakers seemed to have a good time presenting their work:  

While some in the audience took careful notes, some thought it was funny, and others were more relaxed:  

A good discussion usu-

ally followed each pa-

per, though perhaps too 

short. This  is a peren-

nial dilemma.  

  During intermission 

we had the pleasure of 

examining fundus  pic-

tures of animals by Ca-

sey Wood, and other 

fine documents, cour-

tesy of Dr. Williams.  
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Following the presentations we boarded an old -

fashioned trolley car for a short ride in the rain to the 

world famous Mutter Museum in the College of Physi-

cians for our grand banquet. There we were welcomed 

by a pair of ushers properly dressed in civil -war era cos-

tumes, and all the beer and drinks one could wish for.  


